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The Long-Awaited Return to School:
Everything You Need to Know

The wait is finally over. Oroville School
District is beginning the process of reopening
after seven long months. For the first time
since March, students will once again be
roaming the halls. Many people have been
wondering how the return will go and those
answers are here.
Leoni Johnson has had much to say about
the school's reopening plan. “On October 13,
2020 families that are choosing to have their
child participate in in-person learning will be
able to send their students back to school at
the Junior High and High School. Students will
attend school Tuesdays through Fridays, and
continue with online learning every Monday.”
For students that hate having to get up early on
Mondays, maybe they will enjoy that it is a
remote learning day.
“While in school, students will have an
extended 7 period day. This means that on
Tuesdays and Thursdays students will have
periods 1, 2, 3, and RtI/Advisory, and on
Wednesdays and Fridays students will have
periods 4, 5, 7, and RtI/Advisory,” explained Ms.
Johnson when asked how the schedule will
work.

Everyone that enters the building will be
required to get a health screening for COVID
and wear a mask. 6-foot social distancing will
be enforced. Lunches and transition times will
be staggered as to not have too many students
in the halls at a time. There will also be mask
breaks throughout the day for students. With
the absence of students on Mondays, the
janitors will have time to sanitize the school.
If students have any more questions they can
email Principal Leoni Johnson at
leoni.johnson@oroville.wednet.edu. Hope to see
all of the students faces in school in a few
weeks, and those who don't return will be
dearly missed.
By Meladie Young

NEW TEACHER ON THE BLOCK
Julie Vanderwal is a new teacher at Oroville High School. Ms.
Vanderwal teaches STEM and she also teaches other forms of
science classes. She achieved one of her degrees at the British
Columbia Institute of Technology in Canada, and she got her other
one at Barstow College in child development.
Before Ms Vanderwal became a teacher, she worked at a
consulting firm but somewhere there she learned that she wanted
to work with people. She learned this around 1998 so she started
teaching in an outdoor school. She worked in Family Literacy,
taught Science through Music and PreK-12 Music, and then
focused on community education and stream and wetland
restoration, before coming to OHS.
Now she is working at Orville High School and is loving it so far.
Ms. Vanderwal likes that she is able to have her ideas come to life
at this school. This is shown by the garden that her STEM class is
growing. She enjoys that she's able to get to know all the people at
this school, the teachers and the students. She loves it when kids
ask good questions that even she really has to think about. She
loves that they are open to her new ideas and that the kids can
have hands on experiences in science. She's happy that they have
started in the garden and they are going to work on that some
more. Currently, they are putting in a new garden bed and laying in
horse manure. They are also preparing to put down concrete for the
new greenhouse. Students are currently working on designing
their own mini green-houses to protect plants in the outdoor
garden
In her free time, she likes to garden, go skiing, biking or spend
time with her daughter, playing with their animals. Not many
people know Ms. Vanderwal has a band she's in but right now
they're not playing much because of COVID. She is looking
forward to bringing her guitar to class soon.
There was a lot to talk about with Ms. Vanderwal but this is a
little bit of what she's about. Ms. Vanderwal makes a great
addition to Oroville High School. The students seem to like her as
a teacher and appreciate that she is open to new ideas.
By Samantha Sherrer

WASHINGTON
AGRICULTURE
DURING COVID

OKANOGAN
COUNTY
WILDFIRES
Okanogan county caught ﬁre during the month of
August. Some ﬁres were started by regular
bushﬁres and others are guessed to be man-made.
The Okanogan county thinks it was started by
someone throwing alcohol with a towel on ﬁre out
of their car. These both ended up causing major
ﬁres that burned down many homes and acres of
land.
During these ﬁres, houses were burnt and even
the town Malden WA was destroyed by the
massive ﬂames. Houses and people were not the
only thing in danger. Horses and cattle were also
at risk. Horses were set free out of their pastures
from their owners hoping they would make it to
safety. During and after the ﬁres horses needed
nebulizers because of all the smoke around them.
Cattle and horses also had a problem getting food
because all the weeds and hay were burned in the
ﬁre. People from the surrounding counties came
together to bring them hay.
Fireﬁghters worked long hours and were
exhausted by the end of every day. They worked
knowing the risks. Some ﬁreﬁghters were trapped
in the ﬁre but luckily got out to safety. Thanks to
the ﬁreﬁghters’ brave actions, they managed to
keep the wildﬁres contained and saved acres of
land.
By Kadence Ovitt

Washington generates $2.19 billion dollars from
providing 70 percent of apples in the United States.
However, this year those numbers are likely to
plummet. Across the state of Washington, people can
find rows upon rows of cherry trees with their pink
blossoms, home gardens full of delicious vegetables
and acres filled with ancient apple trees. Agriculture
has been instilled into Washington residents for many
generations, but 2020 has something different in store
for farmers. The new Covid-19 virus has made the state
rethink how it produces food. The Washington
Governor, Jay Inslee stated, “Every time we eat, there
was a hand that provided our sustenance.” This raises a
massive concern for the population. How do we keep
our food safe from being contaminated? New laws have
been passed to help ease this concern. Agriculture
workers are required to wear face coverings, disinfect
their workstations more frequently and wash their
hands. One of the biggest changes to the industry will
be the requirement to install more hand-washing
stations in fields. While these new laws are beneficial
to food safety, they hinder food production. “When
whole plants shut down, supply distribution is
disrupted,” said Girish Ganjyal, associate professor and
Extension food processing specialist at Washington
State University. Since Covid-19, many businesses have
had to downsize or shut down completely including
produce warehouses. In previous years, the agriculture
industry provided 164,000 jobs and accounted for 12
percent of the state’s economy. But these numbers will
drop with the shut down of those distribution centers
and the economy will suffer.
By Odin Finsen

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
JUNIOR HIGH

HIGH SCHOOL

GWYNDOLYN THOMPSON, 7th Grade

JUSTIN KAUFMAN, 10th Grade

“Gwyndolyn asks thoughtful and thoughtprovoking question in class”

“He is excelling in his classes, especially ﬁtness”

“She is a team player”
“Gwyndolyn is always game to think something
through & puts excellent effort into each
activity”
“She is respectful and contributes to what is
happening in class”

“Since returning to school, he has been working
really hard in class”
“Justin has been making a great effort on
completing school work, his classroom behavior
has been great, & he is starting off the year with
a great attitude”

MASON WALLS, 7th Grade

JAZMINE HUFFMAN - 10th Grade
“Jazmine has taken on the role of being a peer
tutor”

“Mason did an excellent job during remote
learning & has continued that trend in person”

“Jazmine has been helping other students stay
on task & stay motivated”

“He consistently attends zooms, turns in work,
and completed assignments to the best of his
ability”

“Jazmine has worked hard to achieve good
grades”

“ He participates in class &amp; is very
respectful to staff & peers”

TEACHER FEATURE
Teaching was never on Ms. Schroeter’s life
plan. She always wanted to be an artist but she
realized that there was something missing. Her
ﬁrst experience teaching was with elementary
kids at a summer program. She said that it was
the most rewarding thing she ever went
through. She loves being able to connect with
kids and help inspire them.
She got her Bachelors of Art at Western
Washington University and that degree is in
studio art. She also minored in theater. She
went on to get her Masters in Teaching at the
Evergreen state college in olympia, her deree is
in Art education. She learned many things, not
only about teaching art but teaching in general
and working with kids. When Ms. Schroeter
was looking for jobs. She was in her last year of
her masters program, she and her friend
decided to go to job fairs. They went to a fair in
Spokane and that is where she met Dr.
Hardesty and Ms. Mikelson. She said that they
were wonderful and she found out that they
had a job opening for an art teacher. She said
that the town of Oroville is what drew her into
the job. She looked at some other places but
eventually settled in Oroville because she loves
how it is so much different from where she
grew up on the west side of the state. She also
enjoyed the small town aspect. She grew up in
a small town so it feels more like home. She
enjoys the smaller community and knowing
practically everyone.
Ms. Schroeter played tennis in high school and
it was the only sport she really liked. She tried
other sports but she wasn't coordinated
enough. When it came to tennis, it was
something she loved to do and she made some
great friends. Her favorite part of coaching
tennis is seeing the players improve with their
speed and their communication because
communication is key, especially for doubles.
She says that tennis is a lot harder than people
think and she loves seeing the players improve
the little things and discover how much fun it
is.

Ms. Schroeter standing in front of her favorite art piece.
Her favorite part of art is the ability to create whatever she
wanted. She has been drawing since she can remember. When
she was younger, there were always people trying to ﬁt her into a
box and she didn't want to be held back in her creativity. As she
grew up she started playing with different materials and truly
discovering her passion for art. Ms. Schroeter likes that with art
she can play around with all the different elements and that there
are no limitations.
The person that inspired Ms. Schroeter was her brother. He
was the ﬁrst person that taught her how to draw. She used to
enjoy anime when she was younger and he would draw her
pictures of the characters. Ever since she can remember, he has
been the one person she looks up to the most. They push each
other to try different things in their artwork.
When she was a kid she had to draw self-portraits on a
magnet and that was the ﬁrst time she can really remember
falling in love with art. She remembers everyone in her class told
her she did a good job and that it looked amazing. The other kids
would ask her to draw things for her and she loved creating
things for them. She still enjoys making things for people outside
of teaching.

By Meladie Young

GEAR UP
Gear Up is a program structured to assist High School seniors
to graduate and pursue secondary education or a career. The
program allows students to visit colleges, attend summer
camps, receive help with school, and get assistance with
ﬁnancial aid applications.
This year will look different for seniors because many of
these activities have been prohibited due to the Covid virus.
“Everything we do is in-person,” Oroville Gear Up site director
Ms. Miller explained. Although it is hard to plan activities with
health regulations, there are alternatives for students to explore.
These alternatives include science kits that students can take
home, virtual summer camps to attend, and a new instructional
video series called “Together We Rise” that can be found on the
CWU website. Another exciting event being planed is the Hornet
Alumni Night where past Oroville graduates attend Zoom
meetings to discuss college life and their experiences in their
careers. This special night is planned to be held once a month.
“I really miss seeing everyone and hope things get back to
normal soon,” Ms. Miller emphasizes. She has ofﬁce hours all
day long and has been relocated to the Jr High science lab, room
410. She is willing to help students who come to her room or just
as happy to set up a Zoom meeting. Ms. Miller also encourages
seniors to complete their ﬁnancial aid applications and hopes to
inspire them to work hard in class.
By Odin Finsen

OHS BAND RECEIVES SUPERIOR STATUS
Oroville High School band takes the Gold with
only 15 members. Their performance shocked the
audience when they began to play the same
compositions as their competitors. While most
bands had eighty or more members, Oroville
arrived with a small but ﬁerce group. Although
the Hornets came from a small school, they had
more “skill than size,” according to Band Director
Valerie Coolidge. Despite competing against
larger groups, they held their own and brought
Oroville to victory. A proud banner of their
accomplishments can be seen outside of the
band room door.
Marlene
Israel Barrera, Anthony Wright, Emily Grunert,
Ms. Coolidge.

GAME OF
THE MONTH
Among Us

The game among us is a multiplayer game that many kids
and adults love to play. The game involves two sets of
characters: the crewmates and the imposters.The game is
about either surviving and doing tasks or killing everyone
and winning depending if you are the imposter or
crewmate. People are interested in this game because it
can be played on PC and mobile which means you can
play anywhere you want.The game is also free to play on
any device.
The way to play the game depends on if you are the
imposter or a crewmate. If you are a crewmate, then you go
around the map doing the assigned tasks. Such tasks can
be ﬁxing wires, transferring data, emptying garbage
shoots, and cleaning out the air ﬁlters. Along with doing
tasks, you also look for dead bodies and ﬁnd who is the
imposter. On the other hand, if you are the imposter your
job is to sabotage the ship or kill everyone to win. Playing
the game is also really entertaining because in Among Us,
you can change your character’s name, color, skin,
hats,and pets before every single game.There are a couple
game types to choose from depending where you are such
as online, local and private games. Online games you can
play with random people around the world. Local play is
for you to play without real players and in private games
you can control how many people join such as just your
friends.
My personal opinion about the game is that it is a great
game to play with friends or even without them. It's a great
way to pass time and it's a really well put together game
that is only made by 3 people. Some reviews are: Katelyn
says, ”it's really fun and addictive.”Jr says: ”it's fun to play
with friends and good for passing time.” Among us is a
great game at its current state with over 2 million players
at one time and I hope it stays that way.
By Evan Fleisher

HORSEBACK RIDING

Going riding is like being free.
Rides don't have to worry about a lot of
stuﬀ. Some people do riding as a
therapy. It even helps some kids with
autism receive more interaction with
other kids and people. There are also a
lot of people that ride as a sport like
jumping, racing, pole bending, barrel
racing, team roping, bronc riding as well
as drill team. Doing this as a sport can
be very dangerous if gone wrong. It is
also really fun to watch and perform
with a partner. One example is liberty.
Liberty is where the owner/ trainer
works the horse or horses from the
ground with no line or anything
connecting them. The trainer has to
trust the horses and the horses have to
trust the trainer. Due to COVID, the
events for people and their horses have
been canceled in a lot of places like
Oroville. That has not stopped the
performers from practicing though.
Some people are doing barrel races and
getting faster times. Riders hope to see
these activities come back after COVID.
By Samantha sherrer
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INTERESTED IN JOINING
JOURNALISM?
Are you interested in reading or writing? Do
you enjoy current events? Are you good with
social media and passionate about school
pride? Journalism might be for you!
Stop by and talk with Ms. Morales if you
want to know more

