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Educating students so that they value learning, are socially responsible, 
and are prepared to lead productive and successful lives.

FINK ELEMENTARY 
Phone: 717-948-3370 
Fax: 717-948-3409 
Principal: Mr. Dave Frey 
Secretary: Mrs. Dana Handley 
finkoffice@raiderweb.org 

KUNKEL ELEMENTARY 
Phone: 717-939-6862 
Fax: 717-939-3487 
Principal: Dr. Dan Borrelli 
Secretary: Mrs. Kristen Rios 
kunkeloffice@raiderweb.org 

REID ELEMENTARY 
Phone: 717-948-3360 
Fax: 717-702-1219 
Principal: Dr. Amy Rehmeyer 
Secretary: Mrs. Sue Goss 
reidoffice@raiderweb.org

WELCOME to the 

winter edition of the 
MASD Elementary School 
Newsletter. This quarterly 
publication is emailed to 
households to provide 
parents/guardians with 
important reminders, 
announcements and 
feature stories. All MASD 
newsletters can also be 
viewed on raiderweb.org 
on the “For Parents” page.

the school
SCOOP

Please refrain from planning vaca1ons and appointments on PSSA 
tes1ng dates so as to avoid the need to schedule make-up tests for 
your student(s). Requests for educa1onal trips will not be approved 
during the tes1ng windows. 

English/Language Arts: 
April 24-28, 2023 

Math, Science & Make-ups: 
May 1-12, 2023

PSSA DATES



HAPPENING @ FINK

On November 17, 2022, Fink Elementary School hosted a Parent Literacy 
Engagement Night. Over 50 families showed up to Fink to enjoy a pasta dinner 
with teachers and staff. Participants played bingo and Fink gave away over 150 
new books to students as prizes. Teachers were on hand to talk to parents about 
how to help their student be a better reader and increase reading outcomes for 
their student. It was a very enjoyable event and built partnerships between home 
and school that works to meet the needs of kids.



OVER @ KUNKEL

Dear Santa, 

I would like you to hire me as one of your Elf Decorators. I would be a good Elf 
Decorator because I would make the Christmas tree beautiful, I am not scared of 
heights, and I have a beautiful star, lights, and ornaments to put up.  

The first reason I would be a good Elf Decorator is because I would make the 
Christmas tree beautiful. I always make sure the tree looks good because when I 
was younger I always wanted the tree looking great. 

The next reason I would be a good Elf Decorator is because I am not scared of 
heights. I am sometimes scared, not always though. I am always up to a challenge. 

The last reason I would be a good Elf Decorator is I would have really beautiful 
stars, lights, and ornaments to put up. For example, I have used a pretty angel and 
very nice lights and ornaments on my old Christmas tree.  

In conclusion, I would appreciate if you would hire me as one of your elves at the 
North Pole. I know I could do a great job as one of your Decorators. I would make 
the Christmas tree beautiful, I’m not scared of heights, and I pick out good decor. 
I would feel so honored to be one of your elves. Santa, please hire me.  

Sincerely, 
Sirenity

Kunkel’s fiRh graders have been 
working on a persuasive wri1ng 
project with a Christmas-y feel. 
They pretended to be one of Santa’s 
elves at the North Pole applying for 
a job at Santa’s Workshop. They 
wrote a leXer to Santa trying to 
convince him to hire them. ARer 
wri1ng their persuasive leXer, the 
kids drew a picture of themselves as 
an elf doing the job that they were 
applying for at the workshop. Arabella Sullivan and Sirenity Najdek



Passionate. Driven. Determined. 
Those are just a few words that 
describe Natalie Geiling and Paige 
Berry, two fifth graders at Reid. When 
the girls noticed a problem at their 
school, they went into action. 

“Last year in 4th grade we noticed 
that our trash cans were overflowing 
and kids and teachers weren’t 

recycling properly,” said Natalie. Paige added, “We couldn’t just sit 
there on the sidelines when all the things that could be recycled went 
into landfills.” The mini leaders shared their concerns with Reid 
Counselor, Ms. Anna Smith, and suddenly they were on a new mission 
at Reid. The pair wanted to start a movement called the "Green 
Group." The change makers also met with MASD Director of 
Operations, Mr. Meiser, to share their concerns about recycling.  

To launch the group, Ms. Smith and the girls then recruited two more 
volunteers, Morgan Daniels and Reagan Young, so that there was 
representation from each 4th grade class. During the 2021-22 school 
year, the team retrained teachers and students on recycling rules and 
the changes began. They also started multiplying spider plants by 
planting their babies. At this point in the year, every Reid classroom 
and office has a thriving plant to brighten their room. As those plants 
grew, the number of offspring increased exponentially and now the 
group is offering plants to other District schools, buildings and even to 
local businesses. Reagan designed the group's logo, and as the 
excitement grew, the Green Group grew to 25 fifth graders who meet 
regularly to plant new plant babies. Aubrey Johnston was also added 
as a new class representative. 

The group's next project is to plan a Recycled Art Show for Reid 
students which will take place in the new year. After the holidays, the 
Green Group will be working with Mr. Meiser to produce a video to 
train all MASD employees on recycling guidelines. 

The Green Group is unstoppable. Natalie and Paige never expected a 
random conversation with Ms. Smith would produce such results. Not 
only are they making visible changes, they are exhibiting great 
leadership skills as they lead their peers in the Green Group. “We never 
thought it would get this big. We can change the world!” they said. And 
they are not wrong!

THE GREEN GROUP 
@ REID



OUR RAIDER ACADEMY FRIENDS

“Jaxson Herbert is a rockstar in math!” says 
his Raider Academy Teacher, Mrs. Jackie 
DeMarco. “Lately, he’s been comparing 
numbers with words like greater than, less 
than, most, and fewest. His work is always 
correct. He shows strong number sense!”  

And he’s only in Kindergarten! Way to go, 
Jaxson! 

The story of Ben and Meg is about 
life with the Swing family. Ben and 
Meg went to Harlow’s Sugar House. 
They made syrup. They bought clothes 
at the mall. Like me, they like to play 
outside. Do you like to play outside? 

I can relate to the story of Ben and 
Meg because we all like to play outside. 
I like to go to the mall and shop like 
they do. I have a pet ferret and they 
have a pet dog. Meg and I both take 
baths. Do you like to take baths? 

~ Hannah Pertusio

Hannah Pertusio, Grade 2, completed a 
two-paragraph assignment in which she 

had to describe a book series she is reading 
and then compare it to her own life.



THE HARLEM WIZARDS - 12/15/22



It’s simple – you’ve seen it before. You go to pay for your order at 
the grocery store register. Your total is $28.35; the pin pad asks 
you if you want to round up to donate the addi1onal 65 cents to 
support local school food programs. You select “yes”. It costs you 
less than a dollar, but it really adds up! Even beXer – The GIANT 
Company will donate an addi1onal $250,000 to the program! 

Last year YOU raised over $11,000 for the MASD Food Service 
Program. Let’s see if we can beat last year’s amount!

FEEDING SCHOOL KIDS 
Jan. 1 - Feb 28, 2023

Watch for information from your 
school about gathering donations 
and volunteering for this FUN event! 

 FINK - February 24, 2023 

 KUNKEL - February 10, 2023 

 REID - February 16, 2023 

@
@
@



REPORT YOUR STUDENT’S ABSENCE IN THE MORNING 
If your student is staying home from school, please email your school office on the 
morning of the absence providing the reason for the absence. Sending an email will: 
1) serve as your written excuse note; 2) prevent a note from getting lost between 
home and school and 3) prevent you from receiving a phone call informing you your 
child is absent. 
 
If an excuse note or email is not received within three (3) days, the absence will be 
marked illegal and unexcused. A doctor’s note is required for extended absences or 
may be requested at the discretion of the building principal.  

APPOINTMENTS DURING THE SCHOOL DAY 
If a student needs to be excused from school for part of the day for an appointment, 
a note or email from a parent/guardian must be submitted to the office for prior 
approval. See the office emails on the first page of this document. When you arrive to 
pick up or return your child, please park in a visitor parking spot, not in a fire lane or 
bus lane. Parents must sign their child in/out at the office. Be prepared to show your 
ID. This will avoid any chance that your child is picked up by an unauthorized person. 
A doctor/dentist excuse/note or appointment card may be requested but is not 
required. 

WHAT IF I HAVE A CHANGE IN MY CONTACT INFORMATION DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR? 

• All contact and demographic information such as phone numbers, email addresses 
and mailing address, can now be updated directly in your PowerSchool Parent 
Portal. Remember to also update the SchoolMessenger section so our notifications 
reach you. You no longer need to contact your school office to provide this 
information. 

• If you move to a new address in the District, enter it in the Portal and you will be 
instructed to upload a primary proof of residency. 

• If you have a new custody order, please submit a copy to your school office. 

A CHANGE IN YOUR STUDENT’S AFTERNOON TRANSPORTATION 
If there is a change in your student’s afternoon transportation, you must notify the 

office by note or email BEFORE 2PM (see office emails on the first page of this 
document). When a student is going home with another student, they are not 
permitted to ride a bus to which they are not assigned. Parents of all students 
involved must send a note or email to the office in advance so the school staff is 
ensured that both the sending and receiving parents are aware of the change.

FRIENDLY REMINDERS



WINTER RECESS 
Recess will be held outside whenever possible. Students 
should be prepared to play outside for short periods of 
time. Gloves, hats, and hoods are strongly recommended. A 
child with a minor cold may remain inside one day with a 
note from home. A doctor’s note is required to exclude a 
child from recess for an extended period of time. 

COLD & FLU SEASON 
If a child has a fever they should stay home until 
they are fever free, without the use of medication to 
keep the fever down, for 24 hours. If a child has 
vomiting or diarrhea overnight or in the morning 
before school, a severe or uncontrollable cough or 
generally feel too ill to participate in learning, they 
should stay home. Encouraging good hand washing 
and covering coughs and sneezes can help slow the 
spread of illness. 

TWO-HOUR DELAYS 
When there is a two-hour delay, school will begin two 
hours later than the normal start time and buses will arrive 
at bus stops two hours later than their normal arrival 
times. Breakfast WILL NOT be served. School will dismiss at 
normal dismissal times.

LET IT SNOW!



PREPARING FOR VIRTUAL LEARNING DAYS

RAIDERWEB.ORG 
For emergencies and closings, a pop-up alert will be posted on our website preventing 
users from accessing the website until after the alert is viewed. Here is an example: 

FACEBOOK 
Middletown Area School District 

RECEIVE A CALL, TEXT AND EMAIL BY SETTING UP SCHOOLMESSENGER IN YOUR PARENT PORTAL 
SchoolMessenger is used for District-wide communications such as announcements, schedule 
changes due to inclement weather, and emergency alerts. Please update your contact 
information and notification preferences in the SchoolMessenger section of your PowerSchool 
Parent Portal so you can receive these important messages. We kindly ask that you select all 
three notification options (text, phone, email) since some messages are only sent via email. 

WHY AM I NOT RECEIVING SCHOOL NOTIFICATIONS? 
There are several possible reasons why you aren’t receiving our communications: 

1. Your SchoolMessenger section in your PowerSchool Parent Portal has not been completed. 

2. There is an error in the information you entered in SchoolMessenger such as a mistyped 
email or phone number.  

3. You did not select all three types of notifications: call, text, and email. 
4. Your contact information changed and you updated it in PowerSchool, but you neglected to 

update it in the SchoolMessenger section. 
5. Our emails are going to your junk folder. You will need to mark our emails as “not junk.” 
6. Someone at your account clicked “unsubscribe” at the bottom of one of our emails so your 

email address is now on our “Blocked List.” 

After troubleshooting the above possible issues, please contact communications@raiderweb.org 
for further assistance.

While you’re there, 
be sure you have 
completed your 
FORMS section.

mailto:communications@raiderweb.org


JAN 02 

JAN 16   

JAN 26 

JAN 27 

FEB 10 

FEB 16 

FEB 17-20 

FEB 24  

MAR 03 

MAR 08 

MAR 24 

NO SCHOOL, Winter Recess 

NO SCHOOL, MASD CLOSED 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr Day 

EARLY DISMISSAL FOR ELEMENTARY ONLY 

Fink & Reid - 11:25 a.m. 

Kunkel - 11:55 a.m. 

Parent/Teacher Conferences in Afternoon 

NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

KIDS’ HEART CHALLENGE @ KUNKEL 

KIDS’ HEART CHALLENGE @ REID 

NO SCHOOL, MASD CLOSED 

Presidents’ Day Weekend 

KIDS’ HEART CHALLENGE @ FINK 

EARLY DISMISSAL FOR K-11 

Staff Development Day 

Fink & Reid - 11:25 a.m. 

Kunkel - 11:55 a.m. 

END OF 2ND TRIMESTER MARKING PERIOD 

EARLY DISMISSAL FOR STUDENTS 

Staff Development Day 

Fink & Reid - 11:25 a.m. 

Kunkel - 11:55 a.m.

The Middletown Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its programs or employment practices as 
required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. The following persons are responsible for coordination of the District’s efforts to meet its obligations with regard to non-discrimination: Section 504 
Coordinator - Mrs. Krystal L. Palmer, Director of Special Education; Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator - Mrs. Tianna Carter, Director of Human Resources; Title VI 
and Title IX Coordinator - Dr. Chelton L. Hunter, Superintendent of Schools. 

SCHOOL CALENDAR
This would be a great page to print and post!

CONTACT YOUR SCHOOL’S PTO 
FOR MEETING INFORMATION  

FINK -  finkelementarypto@gmail.com 
KUNKEL - Casey Cigic, ccigic@comcast.net 

REID - Sue Gibson, suegibson3310@gmail.com 

PARENT ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Parent Advisory Committees (PAC) meet 
regularly to provide an open forum for 
parents to give input and feedback to school 
Administrators for the purpose of improving 
the success of the school. Please watch for 
communications from your student’s school 
for scheduled meeting dates. 


	PSSA Dates

