
August 25, 2022
WELCOME TO THE 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR!

On behalf of the entire staff here at the Colts Neck Township Schools, please allow me to officially welcome you and your
family to the 2022-2023 school year! We are very excited for the start of school and cannot wait to welcome all of our
students on their first day!  As a reminder, the first day of school for students is Tuesday, September 6, 2022.

In an effort to mainstream and consolidate communication from the district to our families about the start to this
school year, for your convenience, at the bottom of this letter, you will find links to each school’s

2022-2023 Welcome Letter.

For purposes of updating contact information and viewing archival documents as well as outstanding fees/fines, our
Genesis Parent Portal has been accessible to parents/guardians all throughout the summer. Beginning 9:00 AM
tomorrow, Friday, August 26, 2022, after logging into the Genesis Parent Portal, and before gaining access to your
child(ren)’s 22-23 homeroom(s), class schedule(s), and /or transportation information, you will be required to read and
acknowledge specific documents and complete all necessary forms.

As we prepare to embark upon this new school year together, we want to provide you with the following important
information about the Colts Neck Township Schools:

District Chain of Communication:
The district has an established Chain of Communication that is designed to assist parents/guardians with identifying the
appropriate sequence to use when seeking an answer to a question or resolution to a concern. We understand that when
contacting the district, it may be frustrating to be redirected to someone else; however, many questions and concerns are
able to be answered or resolved by the teacher or appropriate staff with oversight of your child’s program. Therefore, all
parents/guardians are encouraged to start all inquiries with your child’s teacher(s). If your question or concern remains
unresolved by your child’s teacher or staff member with oversight of your child’s program, the Chain of Communication
identifies the appropriate channel through which communications can be elevated. The Chain of Communication is
posted to our website under “District Information” or it can be accessed by clicking the following link: 22-23 District
Chain of Communication

School Lunch Menus and Food Services:
We know that a big part of planning for the school day at home involves preparing for your child(ren)’s lunches. In Colts
Neck, our school lunch menus reflect our commitment to educating the “whole child” by working with our Food Services
Management Company, Pomptonian Food Service, to design school lunch menus that offer an array of healthy, fresh
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meals and snack options featuring local, organic, and hydroponic foods. Our school lunch menus offer an engaging
interactive element so that you and your child(ren) can preview allergens and nutrition information, “build a meal,” and
have fun while planning meals and snacks. Click HERE to learn more about our interactive lunch menus. School lunch
menus and information related to food services is posted to our website under “Departments” or it can be accessed by
clicking the following link: Colts Neck Township Schools Food Services

2022-2023 School Calendar and “Upcoming Events”:
To assist you with navigating the 22-23 school year, the 22-23 District School Calendar can be accessed by clicking the
hyperlink and is also posted on the district’s website under “District Information”. Additionally, on the main page of our
district’s website, we post a list of “Upcoming Events” and a link titled “More Events” that will take you to an interactive
calendar where you can find a calendar of school-specific events.

2022-2023 School Time Schedules:
District and school time schedules are also posted on our district website under “District Information”. Under School
Time Schedules you will find time schedules for regular full school days, delayed opening school days, and short session
school days. For specific questions related to transportation on delayed opening and/or short session days, please contact
the district’s Transportation Coordinator, Ms. Kathleen Holland, at holland@coltsneckschools.org.

Changes to Health-Related Protocols in 22-23:
For the start of the 22-23 school year, we are pleased to share that the majority of State’s mandated COVID-specific
protocols affecting students and families have been lifted. As a result, starting September 6, 2022, the district will cease
the following protocols:

● Contact tracing and regular notification to individuals exposed to a COVID+ individual in the school environment
● Quarantine for individuals exposed to a COVID+ individual
● Live streaming/remote instruction
● Require school volunteers to provide proof of vaccination or a negative COVID test result prior to volunteering in

the school environment
● Require parents/guardians to complete an annual Health Compact

On a regular basis, it is important for you to monitor your child(ren)’s health and report any changes in health to your
child(ren)’s School Nurse(s). To assist us in preventing the spread of illnesses within the school environment, you are
strongly encouraged to keep a sick child home. For specific concerns or questions related to school health services, please
contact your child(ren)’s School Nurse(s).

2022 Back-To-School Nights:
Our annual Back-To-School Nights schedule is posted on our website. Prior to each school’s Back-To-School Night,
Principals will share with their parents/guardians specific information about special presentations and schedules for the
evening.  All Back-to-School Nights are scheduled from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM on the following dates:

● Conover Road Elementary School - Thursday, September 8th
● Conover Road Primary School - Tuesday, September 13th
● Cedar Drive Middle School - Thursday, September 15th
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Colts Neck Township Schools Social Media Platforms:
Colts Neck Township Schools is currently active on two social media platforms: Twitter and Facebook. While the district
uses social media to share information about our district, promote activities and happenings, and to reinforce
communications, it will not utilize social media as a primary source of communication to parents/guardians. For all
important communications to our parents/guardians, the district will utilize email and/or direct calling to phone numbers
listed in Genesis. IMPORTANT: In order to receive a timely response to a question and/or concern, please direct it to
your child(ren)’s teacher(s) or designated individual as identified in the Chain of Communication. The district will not
typically respond to questions and/or concerns from parents/guardians posted to the district’s social media platforms. To
follow the district on Twitter and Facebook, search @CNSchools.

District and School Security:
Colts Neck Township Schools prioritizes the safety and security of its students and staff. While the majority of the
information related to the district's specific security plans and procedures are not public, the following information is
intended to provide parents/guardians with an overview of the district’s safety and security measures:

● Special Law Enforcement Officers, Class III (SLEO III) in each school, daily
● School Security Monitors: Each school has a School Security Monitor responsible for, among many things, the

facilitation of visitor management, which includes the screening of visitors prior to gaining entry to the school
buildings

● Security Vestibules: Each school has a secured vestibule at the front entrance that contains all visitors until access
is granted by school personnel

● Critical Incident Notification (CIN) System: The district has a Critical Incident Notification System that allows
the district to immediately alert school personnel and law enforcement of any emergency incident occurring in our
schools

● Surveillance Cameras: The district has several surveillance cameras placed in and around school property,
including buses

● Board of Education Policies & Regulations: There are Board of Education Policies and Regulations that
specifically identify the district's requirements for maintaining the safety and security of students and staff. Some
of these policies and regulations are as follows:

○ Policy 8420 - EMERGENCY AND CRISIS SITUATIONS
○ Policy 7446 - SCHOOL SECURITY PROGRAM
○ Policy 7440 - SECURITY OF SCHOOL PREMISES

■ All Colts Neck Township Board of Education Policies and Regulations can be accessed through
the district's website.

The Colts Neck Township Schools is also extremely proud of and grateful for its collaborative partnership with the Colts
Neck Township Police Department. In partnership with our police department, the district is required annually to review
and update its Uniform State Memorandum of Agreement Between Education and Law Enforcement Officials (MOA).
While this is not a public document, information regarding requirements for this document can be accessed on the NJDOE
website: https://www.state.nj.us/education/students/safety/behavior/law/moa.shtml .

Finally, it is worth noting that the district is required to adhere to and implement security measures identified by the New
Jersey Department of Education's Office of School Preparedness & Emergency Planning (OSPEP). Again, while the
majority of the information related to the district's specific security plans are not public, information about the laws,
statutes, and regulation that govern school districts can be accessed here: https://www.nj.gov/education/security/
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Colts Neck Parent / Teacher Organization (PTO):
I may be biased, but I truly believe that the Colts Neck Township Schools has the most dedicated and supportive PTO
around. This group of amazing people work together each year to provide many fun activities and additional learning
experiences for our students at all grade levels. With the start of the new school year, the CNPTO will be facilitating its
2022-2023 membership drive; so be on the lookout for information about how you can be a part of this very special group.
To learn more about the Colts Neck PTO, please visit their website at https://www.coltsneckpto.org/ .

With so many things to prepare and remember about your child(ren)’s 2022-2023 school experience, we want you to know
that we are here to support your child(ren) and you as we transition into this brand new school year. Our district’s
website, www.coltsneckschools.org, is designed so that you can access the information you need, when you need it. From
a comprehensive online platform to house the district’s entire curriculum to a virtual “backpack” of community flyers and
information, our website is the central location for parents/guardians to access information about our unique district and
individual schools. If you have any difficulty in finding information or getting an answer to a specific question, please do
not hesitate to contact your child(ren)’s school directly and someone will be happy to assist you.

Below are links to each school’s 2022-2023 Welcome Back Letter.  For your convenience, each letter will also be posted
to the respective school’s website:

Conover Road Primary School (Preschool - 2)
Conover Road Elementary School (3-5)

Cedar Drive Middle School (6-8)

Click HERE for 22-23
Chromebook Distribution Dates & Information - 8/30/22 - 9/1/22

The start of the 2022-2023 school year will provide an array of opportunities for fresh beginnings, new friendships, and
endless possibilities for learning. This year, we are especially looking forward to celebrating the achievements and
growth of your child(ren) with you as we navigate their unique and personal journey together. As Superintendent of
Schools, if I may be of any assistance to you, I can be reached via email at garibay@coltsneckschools.org or phone at
732.946.0055 ext. 4104.

Educationally yours,

Dr. MaryJane Garibay,
Superintendent of Schools
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