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Goal of this Presentation

The goal of this presentation is to provide inforr.nfqt‘j-jl
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Parents will understand their child’s rights and..,- )€
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Collaboration between family and school personnel will be ags

education process;

enhanced; and s

Parents and school personnel will participate in sSPGgIg

Z .
matters as knowledgeable partners. e




Special Education Laws

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act --al 0
known as IDEA. Sometimes referred to as ID”"“" 3

Massachusetts’ Special Education Law

e Previously referred to as Chapter 766 i
e Under the purview of The Department of Elementaiyss r

Secondary Education (DESE) e

> FiRy

g

Governs much of what we do in special education
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When is a student eligible for Special :'
Education? >
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A student is eligible if all three of the following are true;

e The student has one or more disabilities.

e The student is not making effective progress in schoﬁo’i{' 2 .
a result of the disability(ies). | '
e The student requires specialized instructionin ordev;-‘t"';':":'

make effective progress. (oY
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Types of Disabilities that may adversel
affect educational progress

13 Different Types of Disabilities are deflned
and federal regulations

Autism s
Developmental Delay o
Intellectual Impairment
Sensory Impairment - Hearing Loss or Deafness
Sensory Impairment - Vision Loss or Blindness
Sensory Impairment - Deaf-blindness
Neurological Impairment e
Emotional Impairment
Communlcatlon Impairment
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Timeline

Consent to Evaluate

e 30 school working days to evaluate o R

e Team meeting to determine eligibility no later thariiwor

e Ifeligible, development of IEP and determination of plate..,:;-

. -a '::-?.'.b g

that Team meeting

e Proposed IEP & Placement to parent within 10 '

e Services begin upon parental consent. _/_-
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Principle #1 - Parent and
Student Participation

e Parents have the right to participate in all special

education planning and decision-making activitie

e Students are the focus of special education and, {
grow older, students are expected to participate in 2
planning for their own future as much as possible. E

e Itisthe obligation of the school district to makei ‘ /
efforts, in multiple ways, to ensure parental and fé-z’/

participation.




Principle #2 - FAPE

Free and Appropriate Public Education

e Free = Atno cost to the parent. o

e Appropriate = Services sufficient to enable the stu i

appropriately progress in education and advance towa Pac _ie?‘
the IEP goals. | “
e Public = Provided by the public school district or under:

direction of the public school district. e

/
e Education = Preschool, elementary and secondary edueétlon
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including extra-curricular and non-academic school act|V|t|es




Principle #3 -
Appropriate Evaluation

e Initial evaluation

e 3yearre-evaluation
e Individualized assessments

e Non-discriminatory assessments

e Includes a variety of tools and strategies,

including information provided by the parent .. -
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Principle #4 - Individualized
Education Program (IEP)

e Written information on the parent’s concerns and t jf'
o € B &

student’s skills.

student’s ability to learn and to demonstrate his or her

learning.
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e Anidentification of specific, measurable goals .'

be reached in a year’s time. »

A listing of the services to be provided to the student.



Principle #5 - Least Restrictive
Environment (LRE)

LRE means that to the maximum extent appropriate, studen

disabilities have the right to be educated in the gen Fali

education environment & in the classroom they

attended if they did not have disabilities.

LRE means the student cannot be removed from the general ..
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education classroom solely because of needed curric

modifications. Ve -
..

LRE means that removal from the general education program



Principle #6 - Procedural
Safeguards

Right to written notice
Right to consent/refuse S
Right to “stay put” ) s
Problem Resolution System A
Mediation and Due Process
Timelines

Confidential records

(3 -
Right to receive evaluations 2 days in advanceof —
Team meeting, if requested
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Any Questions



