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Why Standards?
Reporting on standards better informs
parents and students about specific areas of
academic strength and weakness. The
scores are not arbitrary, but are determined
by well-developed rubrics with specific
criteria that is useful to the user. Parents,
teachers, and children can see what needs
to be worked on next to improve to the
next level.
A standards-based grading system…
■ Gives students more ownership
■ Provides opportunities for more
personized learning
■ Encourages students at all levels to
make growth
■ Makes “grades” more meaningful –
showing what a student knows and
can do
■ Focuses on key skills that students
will need in their future
■ Provides more information about
where students are and where they
need to go
■ Focuses students on improving their
ability, not just attaining more
points

Utilizing PowerSchool to Understand Your
Child’s Growth Toward the grade-level
Standards
Students in both grades 5 and 6 get
feedback on their work toward the
standards and their report cards
communicate growth towards grade level
standards.
The standards on the 5/6 report card are
“Big Bucket” standards. They are a
combination of more discrete skills. Having
information about the smaller, more
specific skills can be useful in understanding
your child’s precise strengths and
weaknesses. You can access this
information in PowerSchool. Occasionally
checking PowerSchool throughout the
trimester can be helpful in understanding
your child’s growth toward the standards.
The numbers you see in PowerSchool are
associated with information about your
child’s current skill-level toward the end of
year standard. 4 is Advanced meaning that
in addition to demonstrating learning
standard, the student accepts and meets
learning challenges independently. 3 is
Mastery. The student can demonstrate
his/her learning of the standard. This is the
goal for the grade level and should be
celebrated. 2 means the student is

Developing or progressing toward learning
standard. 1 is Beginning meaning that the
student’s understanding of learning
standard is limited. To learn how to access
standards in Power-School, please see the
attached presentation.

https://oldsaybrookpsmy.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/jchong_olds
aybrookschools_org/EUSa2IQ3fwxLg8gXyC_QvA
4BWNBoAM6JeGm_mwGgUgkoaA?e=pSOBUT

Social Emotional Learning (SEL)
Kick-off 2021

OSMS held our first PRIDE (Peers,
Relationships, Integrity, Diversity, Empathy)
kick-off event on Friday, October 1st, during
the students' half day. This year, the focus
of our advisory program, PRIDE, will be
Social Emotional Learning (SEL), connecting
directly to our district's goal of
enhancing SEL for staff and
students. Specifically, ongoing student
activities in PRIDE will reflect the
competency areas defined by the
Collaborative for Academic and Social
Emotional Learning (CASEL): SelfAwareness, Self-Management, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills and
Social Awareness.

Friday's kick-off activities included a series
of outdoor stations for each grade level,
emphasizing team building. Students made
buttons, blew giant bubbles, discussed
coping skills, played a web game that
helped them see the connections they have
with each other, and participated in other
activities to teach them about SEL and build
positive relationships.

New to our School
\

Over the next two newsletters, we will
introduce you to some of our new staff
members. This newsletter, we have 4 new
members to the OSMS team to introduce.
You may find your children have common
interests with some of new staff. Please join
me in welcoming them.
Officer Aresco - SRO

Meet our new school resource officer
(SRO), Officer Scott Aresco. Officer Aresco
was most recently a Lieutenant for the
Middletown Police Department. His favorite
food is Italian and his favorite animals are
dogs.

He enjoys exercising, sports, fishing, and
spending time at the beach. At OSMS, Officer
Aresco enjoys being a positive role model
and having a positive impact on our
students and school. He is eager to learn
and has lots of energy. Officer Aresco has
already begun getting to know the students,
playing games with them at recess and
taking them for their earned rewards
through our blue ticket system.

Senora Zoraida Vazquez – Spanish Teacher

Mr. Seth Pianka – Grade 7 Science

Last year, Senora Zoraida was at North
Brandford Intermediate school as a Spanish
teacher. She enjoys eggplant parmesan and
Italian bread. Her favorite animals are dogs.
She loves to read, run, and hike. Senora
loves the middle schoolers’ energy,
eagerness to participate and willingness to
express their opinions.
Mr. Pianka’s last position was at Thomas
Edison Middle School in Meriden where he
was a science teacher at a magnet school
associated with ACES. His favorite food is a
tie between Thai food and Japanese food
and his favorite animal is the Western Low
Land Gorilla. Mr. Pianka was able to spend
time in the Congo while he was a Peace
Corps volunteer with two primate
researchers. There he visited with a troop
of gorillas which he says was, “magical.” As
his students know, he loves spending time
outdoors. He enjoys helping middle school
students navigate the many new challenges
and responsibilities they face during these
important years.

Lisa Larson – School Social Worker

Mrs. Larson came to us from a special
education high school where she was a
School Social Worker. Her favorite food
is clams on the half shell. She has many
favorite animals including, but not limited

to frogs and toads, cats, goats and owls.
Outside of school, Mrs. Larson enjoys yoga,
daily meditation, and hiking.
She enjoys working with middle schoolers
because they are still fun and silly, but they
can start to talk about more complex and
deeper topics.

OSMS SPORTS
The Old Saybrook Middle School crosscountry and soccer teams all started off
their seasons on September 6th and
competition began on September 15th. All
teams opened against Old Lyme. Crosscountry boys and girls ran hard but were
defeated, with Ainsley Sigersmith winning
the over-all girls’ race. The boys’ soccer
team is currently 2-1, and the girls’ team
has a record of 1-2-1. All coaches have
been impressed with the level of dedication
by their athletes and look forward to
continued improvement.

including, but not limited to, field trips,
PRIDE day, and STEAM day.

Sale Begins: Monday, October 4
Sale Ends: Monday, October 18
Online orders will be submitted
automatically. In person (paper) orders
should be submitted to school by 10/18
w/payment.
Pie Pick up: Friday, November 12
Where: OSMS in the afternoon
In person selling option: 1- Use the order
sheet sent home from school to collect
orders and payments. 2- Checks can be
made out to: Old Saybrook Middle School
PTO. 3- All order sheets must be brought in
by Monday, October 18.

Support OSMS PTO
Please consider contributing $15 or more
for PTO dues to support activities and
events at the Middle School. You can send
in cash or check to the main office. You can
also contribute online using the PayPal link
2021-2022 PTO Membership drive. Any
debit card, credit card, or Paypal account
can be used to make a donation.
This year the OSMS Parent-Teacher
Organization is hosting a Lyman Orchards
Pie and Otis Spunkmeyer Cookie Dough
fundraiser. All profits raised will go to the
OSMS PTO. The PTO uses the funds to
support many activities for the students

Online selling option:
https://my.mcmfundraising.com/signup/PY
CV
1- Click the link and login to your personal
dashboard. You will need to create a
password. Your email will be your user ID.

2- Invite buyers to purchase. Click the invite
buyers link on the left hand side of the
screen. See the 3 options. a. Option 1 text
the link to and then retext all the people
you would like to invite to purchase. b.
Option 2 copy and paste all your contact
emails and cell numbers into the box. This
will send them an invite to purchase from
your store. c. Option 3 copy the link and
email/text it to your friends and family. This
link can also go on your social media sites. It
will bring them directly to your store to
purchase.
If you have any questions or concerns,
please contact Nicole Pauloski.
(nrpauloski@sbcglobal.net)
Our next PTO meeting will be October 25
at 6:30pm. You can join us in the school
library or online. The link will be sent out
before the meeting.

Grade 5 World Language
Exploration
This year in World Language, grade 5
students are following the exploratory
model and have the opportunity to learn
two languages (Spanish and French). This
means that students will have one language
for 20 minutes a day for 6 weeks. The
following 6 weeks will be the other
language. This will build students’ language
skills and help make them culturally
competent individuals.
We plan to continue this model through
grade 6 and allow students informed voice
and choice in their world language going
into grade 7. When students get to
7th grade, they can make an
informed decision on the language they
would like to continue with. As one teacher

says "students have been doing well with
the adjustment and have learned a lot of
information". Here are some skills/content
that students have already begun working
on.
• Being able to speak about
activities/hobbies
• Likes and dislikes, along with agreement
and disagreement
• Reading comprehension
• Oral communication

Students of the Month
September 2021
Grade 5: Divena Ria / Sawyer Lemire
Grade 6: Ronald Calle Villavicencio / Ella Buglione
Grade 7: Dustin Dussault / Camelia Motolanez
Grade 8: Jamison Lemire / Emma Wakelee
Specials: Tavin Royster / Mikayla Pace

Reminders
The week of October 18th grade 8 students will have the
opportunity to virtually attend additional high school
options. Please remind your child to look in the student
support classroom to register for this opportunity.
Chromebooks should be charged and ready for school
each day. Students should keep their Chromebooks in
their cases at all times so the technology does not get
damaged. Families are being charged for broken
equipment. Please take care of school issued technology.
Students are marked tardy if they are not in their
homeroom by 8:05. Please remind students to be to
school early enough to get to their locker and into
class by 8:05. Four tardies to school equals a detention.
Students are not allowed to go to class with drinks from
Dunkin’ or Starbucks. Water is the only drink that
should be brought to class.

