Founders Day Newsletter 2017

News from the Hicksville UFSD

A Message from Your

Council President
What creates a sense of community? Social psychologists
McMillan and Chavis described it in their book, Psychological
Sense of Community as “...a feeling that members have of
belonging, a feeling that members matter to one another and to
the group, and a shared faith that members’ needs will be met
through their commitment to be together.”
It is a force that has historically moved mountains, and the
nurturing influence that helps to develop a child’s perception of
culture, belonging and inspiration. It is the end result of the hard
work and resolve on the part of its members, and something that
we celebrate on Founders Day. On this occasion, we recognize
our honorees for their contributions as volunteers, staff members
and educators. Together, you are the threads that make up the
fabric of this great community of which I am proud to be a part.
It is thanks to your dedication that we can continue to pursue
the goals of National PTA founders Alice McLennan Birney
and Phoebe Apperson Hearst, who in 1897 created the largest
volunteer child advocacy organization in America. Founders Day
honors their legacy, through which you’ve all been moved to use
your lives in service to our district.
This year’s District Honored Guest is someone whose
commitment to Hicksville exemplifies what it takes to create
a sense of community. Brenda Judson, vice president of the
Board of Education, continues to dedicate her time and talents
to our school district, even after her two beautiful daughters
have graduated from it. Beginning her PTA career at Fork Lane
Elementary School as treasurer and president, she’s also served
as president of the middle school PTA, SEPTA, and spent many
years as the Board of Education liaison to the PTA Council. As
our Board of Education vice president, she brings her passion
and expertise to many committees such as Facilities & Safety,
and to shaping policies and creating the conditions in which
our school district will thrive. With sincere gratitude, we thank
Brenda for her outstanding commitment to Hicksville and
its residents. It has been my great pleasure to meet, volunteer
and work with many of this year’s Founders Day honorees.
Congratulations and heartfelt thanks to all of you, and may you
continue to foster that sense of community in our children.
Sincerely,
Carla Hoene

Introducing...the 2017
PTA Founders Day Honorees

Burns Avenue:

Jita Bishnu-Klat
Kathleen Dolan
Katherine Maher
Dawn McNamara

Dutch Lane:

Agnes Clark
Lauren Hunker
Jamie Mendolia

East Street:

Michael Longo
Mary McLafferty
Albert Merk
Jo-Ellen Smith

Fork Lane:

William Cataldo
Kathy Gallina
Amie Hoffmann
Christine Kingsley
Andrea Kominski
Heather Tierney

Lee Avenue:

MaryJo Garger
Staci Kolinsky
Aurora Previte
Karen Renneisen
Kitsa Theodorou

Old Country Road:
Jill Bove
Christina Gilbert
Erin Guida
Allison LoGiudice

Woodland:

Ann Carlino
Wendy Cataldo
Erica Mathis

Middle School:
Annette Beiner
Thomas DePalo
Martin DeVito
Gail Hunker
Lucille Martin

High School:
Beth Atkinson
Diane Faria
Teri Fields
Donna Noetzel
Walter Roche

SEPTA:

Kathleen Rieger
Sue Simon

Special Distinction
This year’s PTA Founders Day Honored Guest
is Brenda Judson. She is being recognized for
her outstanding involvement in the community
and for her commitment to the students of the
district. To learn more about Ms. Judson and her
accomplishments, see page 2.

District Honored Guest
receive this highest girl scout honor.
Today, Brenda serves as the vice
president of the Hicksville Board
of Education. In this role, she
continues to serve her community
by shaping the policies that guide
the district’s educational, athletics
BRENDA JUDSON
and character-building initiatives.
Brenda, along with fellow board
members, Superintendent Dr. Carl
Bonuso, and a team of highly engaged administrators and
faculty, launched a successful pre-kindergarten program,
expanded BOCES and internship opportunities along with
educational ladders for at risk students, improved life skills
programs, helped formulate facility and technology upgrades
and increased athletic clinic opportunities. These initiatives
enable every student in the Hicksville community to develop
their fullest potential as critical thinkers and good citizens.
She and fellow board members take great pride in serving the
Hicksville community and work tirelessly each year to develop
new initiatives aimed at fostering a world class education.
Brenda is a long-term federal government manager, and is
completing her 41st year of dedicated public service to the
nation. She holds a bachelor’s degree in industrial and labor
relations and will complete her master’s degree in human
resources management from Catholic University of America
this May.
Brenda said she is both honored and humbled to be
receiving this year’s recognition, and believes that “when you
love what you do, that is reward enough.”

The 2017 Founders Day District Honored Guest is Brenda
Judson. Brenda has been a resident of Hicksville for the past
37 years and is proud to serve her community in many ways,
including through the Hicksville Council of PTAs and as
an active member of the Hicksville School Board. Brenda
moved to Hicksville from Queens as a first-time homebuyer
in 1980. In 1992 and 1993, she became a mother to her
two daughters, Jane and Shannon, respectively. Both girls
received their primary and secondary education in Hicksville,
attending Fork Lane Elementary School, Hicksville Middle
School and Hicksville High School and received a world-class
education through the talents and dedication of the entire
district and volunteer communities.
From 1997 through 2007, Brenda was an active member of
the Hicksville Parent Teacher Association, holding numerous
positions such as president and treasurer of the Fork Lane
PTA; president of the Hicksville Middle School PTA and
president of the Special Education PTA. She cherished every
position she held, knowing that she and her remarkable PTA
colleagues were truly making a difference in lives of students
through the exceptional work of all of Hicksville’s PTAs.
In addition to her PTA positions, she chaired several PTA
committees including book swap, PARP, holiday boutiques
and Nassau County PTA Reflections. Chairing these
committees were joyful to Brenda because she was able to
connect with Hicksville students in a direct and meaningful
fashion. She also served as a proud Hicksville community Girl
Scout leader from 1999 to 2010, inspiring 58 scouts to reach
their fullest potential and seize every opportunity to grow
through inquisitive exploration. In 2010, Brenda served as a
Girl Scout gold award advisor, proudly helping seven scouts

BURNS AVENUE Elementary School

JITA
BISHNU-KLAT

KATHERINE
MAHER

Jita Bishnu-Klat: In her time with the Burns Avenue PTA,
Jita has served as council delegate (2011-12), corresponding
secretary (2013-14), and vice president. The first-time Founders
Day honoree, who said, “I am grateful that I am able to join past
honorees who have gone above and beyond for our children’s
excitement,” has also sat on various committees, including
Blood Drive, Penny Auction and Special Person’s Day. Jita, who
holds a bachelor’s degree in health sciences from SUNY Old
Westbury, is a medical assistant at North Shore Cardiac Imaging
as well as an independent consultant at Arbonne International.
She lives in Hicksville with her husband, Noah, with whom she
has one daughter, Sabrina.

KATHLEEN
DOLAN

Katherine Maher: Katherine has taught physical education
in the district since 2010, and has been exclusively at Burns
Avenue since 2014. The first-time Founders Day honoree has
been coach of the varsity volleyball team since 2009, and has
sat on various committees including Safety Committee and
Positive Behavioral Intervention and Support Committee.
Katherine holds a bachelor’s degree in physical education
from SUNY Cortland, a master’s degree in adapted physical
education from Adelphi University, and certificates in health
education, school building leader and school district leader.
She lives in Farmingdale and said of her honor, “as teachers,
we all know how hard we work, but for others to recognize
and acknowledge your dedication means so much.”

DAWN
McNAMARA
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Kathleen Dolan: Since 2014, Kathleen has sat on the Special
Person’s Day, Halloween Party and Winter Wonderland Party PTA
committees for Burns Avenue, and has in that time served as its
council delegate (2014-16) and currently serves as treasurer. The
first-time Founders Day honoree said, “it is an honor that I was
not expecting; I enjoy helping to create memories at our school
for our children.” Kathleen is an operations specialist at Chase
Bank, graduated from Hicksville High School and attended
Nassau Community College and Adelphi University. She lives in
Hicksville with her husband, Thomas, with whom she has one
daughter, Stephanie.
Dawn McNamara: Dawn has worked at Burns Avenue as
a teaching assistant since 2005 in collaborative inclusion,
self contained and general education environments from
kindergarten through fifth-grade, including two years as a
one-on-one assistant. The first-time Founders Day honoree
said, “I feel honored to be recognized; it always feels great
to have someone think you are doing a good job and
hopefully making a difference in a child’s life.” Dawn holds
an associate’s degree in business administration from SUNY
Farmingdale and a bachelor’s degree in public accounting
from LIU Post. She lives in Levittown with her husband,
William, with whom she has two children, Kaitlyn and Jillian.

DUTCH LANE Elementary School

AGNES
CLARK

Agnes Clark: Agnes has worked in the district as a
school psychologist since 2011, and has been exclusively
at Dutch Lane since 2015. The first-time Founders
Day honoree, who has also sat on the Site Based and
Response to Intervention committees, holds a bachelor’s
degree in psychology from St. Francis College and a
master’s degree in school psychology from Queens
College. “It means the world to me to be recognized
by the most amazing colleagues and the world’s best
PTA,” Agnes said. She lives in Bayside, Queens, with her
husband, Shawn, and their five-year-old English bulldog,
Oscar, “whom we spoil like our child.”

JAMIE
MENDOLIA

LAUREN
HUNKER

Lauren Hunker: Lauren has taught special education in
the district since 2010, most of which was at Dutch Lane.
Since 2011, she has sat on various committees, including
the Safety Team, ‘Soup’er Bowl, Site-Based, Adopt-a-Family
and Thanksgiving Food Drive committees. The first-time
Founders Day honoree said, “I am truly honored and
humbled to receive this recognition and I am privileged
to work for such a wonderful district. It means the world
to me to be recognized for what I love to do: teach and
inspire my students.” Lauren holds a bachelor’s degree
in psychology and dual certificates in general and special
education grades 1-6 from Marist College and a master’s
degree in education, literacy birth-grade 6 from Queen’s
College. She lives in Hicksville.

Jamie Mendolia: Since 2014, Jamie has sat on various Dutch Lane PTA
committees, including Class Mom and Holiday Boutique, and Miss Chocolate
Fundraiser and Reflections, both of which she has chaired. In that time, she has
also served as council delegate (2014-16), and is currently recording secretary. The
first-time Founders Day honoree said, “I feel so honored to be singled out for the
work I do for the children — although I don’t do any more than most members of
the PTA.” Jamie holds a bachelor’s degree from LIU Post, works as a merchandiser
for American Greetings, and is a Hicksville High School graduate. She has lived in
Hicksville for the past 46 years, and has two children, Eliana and Lyla.

EAST STREET Elementary School

MICHAEL
LONGO

ALBERT
MERK

Michael Longo: Michael has sat on various
committees for the East Street PTA, including
Homecoming, Mother’s Day Plant Sale and Field
Day. The first-time Founders Day honoree said, “I am
absolutely amazed that I am being recognized. I am so
very grateful for the appreciation, but mostly just happy
to help the children of Hicksville.” Michael holds a
bachelor’s degree in education from LIU Post and owns
Arrow Produce in Westbury. He has lived in Hicksville
all his life, and has been married for 16 years to his
Hicksville High School sweetheart, Amy. Together, they
have four children, Tanner, Cole, Riley, and Devyn.

MARY
McLAFFERTY

Albert Merk: Albert has sat on various committees
for the East Street PTA since 2007, including Car Wash,
Bingo, Special Person’s Day, Holiday Boutique, Book Fair
and Winter Wonderland, and served as the PTA’s council
delegate from 2010 to 2011. The first-time Founders
Day honoree is a Hicksville High School graduate and
said, “It’s an honor to be recognized for something I
have always enjoyed doing.” Albert has lived in Hicksville
all his life and is a retired firefighter from the New York
City Fire Department. He and his wife, Andrea, have two
children, Alyssa and Aidan.

JO-ELLEN
SMITH
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Mary McLafferty: Since 2005, Mary has served as the
afternoon greeter at East Street. The first-time Founders
Day honoree said, “I am honored to receive recognition
for doing a job that I truly enjoy. It is fulfilling to know
that you have helped the school in some way, no matter
how small. I am blessed to have met and worked with
so many wonderful people. Not only that, but it is a joy
to see the children grow and learn in so many different
ways.” Mary lives in Hicksville with her husband, John;
together they have two children, Kevin and Eileen.

Jo-Ellen Smith: Jo-Ellen has been a secretary at East
Street since 2010. The first-time Founders Day honoree
said, “When I started working at East Street, I was
welcomed warmly by wonderful staff and faculty, as well
as terrific PTA parents, so to be recognized by those same
people is an exceptional honor and very humbling.”
Jo-Ellen attended Nassau Community College and
Hofstra University, where she earned a bachelor’s degree
in elementary education. She was born and raised in
Hicksville and now lives in Bethpage with her husband,
Seth. Together, they have two children, Heather and
Carrie, and two grandchildren, Melinda and Patrick.

FORK LANE Elementary School

WILLIAM
CATALDO

AMIE
HOFFMANN

ANDREA
KOMINSKI

William Cataldo: William has worked in the district for ten
years and came to Fork Lane in 2014. He has sat on the school’s
Safety Committee and has served as CSEA treasurer since 2013.
The first-time Founders Day honoree said, “It’s an honor to
be recognized for going above and beyond for the students,
staff and community.” William also coaches football at Holy
Trinity, is a defensive coordinator for the junior varsity Hicksville
Crusaders, and is also a lacrosse head coach in the Police Athletic
League. He also serves as a council delegate for the Old Country
Road PTA and is a board member for the Hicksville Crusaders.
William lives in Hicksville with his wife, Laura, with whom he has
four children, John, Ryan, Will and Paul.

KATHY
GALLINA

Amie Hoffmann: Amie has served as council delegate
(2011-15) and is currently recording secretary of the Fork Lane
PTA. The first-time Founders Day honoree has sat on various
committees during that time, including Picture Day, Friendship
Lists and Holiday Boutique. She said, “It is truly an honor and
you feel appreciated — I don’t do it for the recognition though,
I do it for the kids.” Amie is a Greenville Central High School
graduate and attended the New York Institute of Technology.
She works as a 911 operator for Nassau County and lives in
Hicksville with her husband, Walter, with whom she has two
children, Walter and Shawn.

CHRISTINE
KINGSLEY

Andrea Kominski: Andrea has sat on various committees
during her time with the Fork Lane PTA, including
Homecoming and Books Alive, and has served as delegate
this year. The first-time Founders Day honoree said, “it’s
heartwarming to be recognized by my peers and my
community. It’s an honor to join such an amazing group of
people. I’m proud to share the honor with my children as
a benefit of being committed to a cause.” Andrea holds a
bachelor’s degree in environmental education from LIU Post
and a master’s degree in early childhood education from
Hofstra University. She works as an administrative assistant for
Nassau BOCES and program coordinator for Femcho. She lives
in Hicksville and has two children, Jasmine and Isabella.

HEATHER
TIERNEY

Kathy Gallina: Kathy has been a lunch monitor at Fork Lane
for the past four years. The first-time Founders Day honoree
said, “to be recognized at Founders Day is an honor to say
the least; words cannot adequately express how grateful I am
to both my colleagues and the Fork Lane parents. I am very
lucky to work with the students every day.” Kathy holds an
associate of applied science degree from New York Institute
of Technology. Prior to working in the district, she was an
x-ray technician. Kathy lives in Levittown with her husband,
Dominick.

Christine Kingsley: Christine has been a member of the Fork
Lane PTA for the past three years, and has in that time served
as both recording secretary and vice president. The first-time
Founders Day honoree has sat on various committees, including
Box Tops for Education, Fifth-Grade Coordinator and Field Day.
She said, “I feel very honored to be recognized. It’s nice to know
that my efforts are appreciated. I honestly do it all for the kids.
I want them to love school and enjoy their elementary years.”
Christine holds a bachelor’s degree in communication arts
from Iona College and works as a paralegal. She has lived in
Hicksville her entire life, is a Hicksville High School graduate,
and is married to Glenn, with whom she has two children, Glenn
III and Alyson.
Heather Tierney: Since 2013, Heather has sat on various
Fork Lane PTA committees, including Holiday Boutique, Book
Fair, Field Day and Class Pictures. The first-time Founders Day
honoree said, “it is an honor to be recognized for Founders
Day. It shows that people realize all of the hard work and
time you put in to help the school. It makes me happy when
the children have a smile on their face because of the time
I put in.” Heather is an orthodontic technician and lives in
Hicksville. She is engaged to Chris and has one daughter,
Kayla.

LEE AVENUE Elementary School

MARYJO
GARGER

MaryJo Garger: MaryJo has sat on various Lee Avenue PTA
committees, including Pre-K, Family Fun Night, Talent Show
and Homecoming. The first-time Founders Day honoree, who
has during her time also served as council delegate, said, “it
is an honor that I was voted for. I didn’t realize that anyone
knew what I do. They are all very good friends and as long as
I can, I will always try to help out.” MaryJo holds an Associate
of Applied Science degree in accounting from Nassau
Community College, and was a Hicksville High School
graduate. She has lived in Hicksville for 40 years and is
married to Thomas, with whom she has one daughter, Alyssa.

STACI
KOLINSKY
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Staci Kolinsky: Staci has taught art in the district for seven
years, and is currently at Lee Avenue and Hicksville High School.
The first-time Founders Day honoree said, “I am thankful to be
recognized because I truly put my heart, soul and passion into
this job, and it is nice to be appreciated for the hard work that
I do.” Staci holds a bachelor’s degree from Bard College and
master’s degree in art education from Queens College. She
was recently selected to participate in the 2017 Rotational Art
Exhibit program sponsored by the Town of Oyster Bay. She lives
in Bellmore with her husband, Lee, and their two children, Julie
and Riley.

LEE AVENUE Elementary School

AURORA
PREVITE

Aurora Previte: Aurora has taught English as a New Language
in the district for seven years and has been exclusively at Lee
Avenue since 2011. The first-time Founders Day honoree said,
“I am very honored to be recognized at this year’s celebration.
I am also very grateful to work at Lee Avenue, a place with
dedicated teachers and staff, caring friends and enthusiastic
young minds.” Aurora holds a bachelor’s degree in linguistics
from SUNY Stony Brook and a master’s degree from Fordham
University in teaching English to speakers of other language.
She lives in Commack with her husband, Christopher, and their
daughter, Lorelei.

KAREN
RENNEISEN

(continued)

Karen Renneisen: Karen has served as council delegate
(2012-14) and is currently corresponding secretary of the Lee
Avenue PTA, and has sat on various committees, including
PARP, RIF, Book Fair and 100th Day. The first-time Founders
Day honoree said, “I am honored and grateful to be able
to have this opportunity to work with the Lee Avenue PTA.
We strive to make the elementary school experience an
educational and memorable time for all the children.” Karen
attended Farmingdale College and is a Hicksville High
School graduate. She works as a dental assistant and lives
in Hicksville with her husband, Jude, and their two sons,
Christopher and Alexander.

Kitsa Theodorou: Kitsa has worked at Lee Avenue as a teaching assistant
for the past eight years. The first-time Founders Day honoree said, “it is
an honor to be recognized for a job I find very rewarding.” Kitsa holds a
bachelor’s degree in business administration from Baruch College, and
has also completed several graduate courses in childhood education from
Touro College. She lives in Levittown with her husband, Theo, and their two
children, Penny and Michael.
KITSA
THEODOROU

OLD COUNTRY ROAD Elementary School

JILL
BOVE

ERIN
GUIDA

Jill Bove: Jill has worked in the district for 12 years, and has
taught first-grade at Old Country Road since 2014. In that
time, she has also served on various committees, including the
Sunshine and Scholarship Committees. The first-time Founders
Day honoree said, “I am honored to be recognized. I truly
enjoy working with the teachers, parents and students of the
Hicksville community.” Jill holds a bachelor’s degree from The
College of St. Rose and a master’s degree from LIU Post. She
lives in Massapequa Park with her husband, Peter, and their
children Owen, Ryan, and newborn baby boy, Peter, born in
January.

CHRISTINA
GILBERT

Erin Guida: Since 2015, Erin has sat on various committees
for the Old Country Road PTA, including Field Day, Book Fair
and Cookies & Milk, and this year is serving as its president.
The first-time Founders Day honoree said, “I am extremely
honored to be recognized by the people I work so closely
with.” I truly value our teamwork; it takes all of us to make
it happen, and now, I know they feel the same.” Erin holds
a bachelor’s degree in merchandising and design from the
University of Cincinnati – School of Design, Architecture,
Art and Planning. She works as a greeter at Fork Lane and a
teaching assistant at St. Stephen’s Nursery School. Erin has
lived in Hicksville for the past five years with her husband,
Brett, with whom she has two children, Lincoln and Chloe.

ALLISON
LoGIUDICE
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Christina Gilbert: Christina has served on the Old Country
Road PTA since 2010 and has since then sat on various
committees, including Volleyball, Election Day Bake Sale and
Spirit Week. The first-time Founders Day honoree said, “It is a
nice honor. I don’t need to be recognized because it is about
being a community and helping each other. I do it for my
kids and all the kids. The kids work hard and need some fun
activities.” Christina attended Nassau Community College and
is a Hicksville High School graduate. She works from home
as a medical biller and lives in Hicksville with her husband,
Stephen, and their two sons, Matthew and Michael.

Allison LoGiudice: Allison has taught kindergarten at Old
Country Road for the past 14 years, and since 2014 has sat
on the Extended Day Program committee. The second-time
Founders Day honoree — she was also honored in 2007 — said,
“It is such a great honor to be recognized. I truly enjoy coming
to work every day and watching my students grow and learn.”
Allison holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Sacred
Heart University and a master’s degree in literacy studies from
Hofstra University. She lives in Wantagh with her husband,
Salvatore.

WOODLAND Elementary School
Ann Carlino: Ann has
been a teacher’s assistant
at Woodland for the past
13 years. The first-time
Founders Day honoree said,
“I am truly honored to be
recognized by the Woodland
staff. I love being a teacher’s
assistant and have found
ANN
it to be a rewarding
CARLINO
experience for me personally
and professionally.” Ann holds a bachelor’s degree in
management and an associate’s degree, both from
St. John’s University. She lives in Bellmore with her
husband, Jimmy, with whom she has two children,
Lauren and Christopher.

Wendy Cataldo: Wendy has
taught in the district for the past
27 years, and has since 2014
taught first-grade at Woodland.
The second-time Founders Day
honoree has sat on Math Olympiad
(2004-14) and, currently, Student
Council committees. Wendy said, “to
receive this award twice is a surprise
WENDY
and an honor. It is so wonderful
CATALDO
to be appreciated.” Wendy holds
a master’s degree from Queens
College and has during her career been included in Who’s
Who Among American Teachers, honored at Scholar’s Dinner
(2015), and received the Honorary Life PTA Award (2008). She
lives in Huntington with her husband, Phil, with whom she
has one daughter, Julia.

Erica Mathis: During her
time with the Woodland
PTA, Erica has sat on various
committees, including Candy
Grams, Family Picnic and Field
Day. The first-time Founders
Day honoree said, “it is an
honor to be recognized by
the school community. I
ERICA
enjoy helping out whenever
MATHIS
I am able. Each committee is
important, and it’s what you
make of it. I enjoy seeing the children happy.” Erica
holds a bachelor’s degree in business administration
from Ithaca College, and works as a CPA/controller.
She has lived in Hicksville for the past 13 years and
is married to Scott, with whom she has two children,
Sydney and Hannah.

MIDDLE SCHOOL

ANNETTE
BEINER

Annette Beiner: Annette has served on two separate PTAs
for the district, first with Lee Avenue, and currently with the
middle school. During both, she has sat on various committees,
including Lee’s Holiday Boutique and Lee Day, and the middle
school’s Blood Drive and Scholarship Committee. She is
currently council vice president, treasurer and SEPTA delegate.
The second-time Founders Day honoree — she was also honored
in 2014 by Lee Avenue — said, “I am humbled and honored to
receive this recognition.” Annette holds an associate’s degree
in business from SUNY Farmingdale, and works as a greeter at
Lee Avenue and a manager of a sprinkler company. She lives in
Hicksville with her husband, Stephen, with whom she has two
children, Carlee and William.

THOMAS
DePALO

Martin DeVito: Martin has worked as a custodian at the
middle school for the past 12 years. The first-time Founders
Day honoree said “I just love coming to work and it is a very
big honor” to be recognized. He lives in Bethpage with his
wife, Deborah, with whom he has one son, James.

GAIL
HUNKER

MARTIN
DeVITO

LUCILLE
MARTIN

Thomas DePalo: Thomas has worked at both the high
school and middle school for the past 10 years, and has in
that time taught courses including robotics, principles of
engineering and construction technology. The first-time
Founders Day honoree has also been a fixture on the Drama
Club, junior varsity basketball, junior varsity baseball and
junior varsity soccer. He said, “to be recognized by your
colleagues is very gratifying.” Thomas holds a bachelor’s
degree in marine transportation/business from SUNY
Maritime, a master’s degree in education from Dowling
College, and certifications as a school building leader and
school district leader from the College of St. Rose. He lives
in Dix Hills with his wife, Leia, with whom he has three
children, Isabelle, Tiadora and Alexandria.
Gail Hunker: Gail has worked as a nurse at the middle
school for the past 16 years, and in that time has served
as district nurse coordinator for three years and summer
recreation nurse for 10 years. The first-time Founders Day
honoree has also sat on various committees, including
the Wellness and Safety committees. She said, “I am
humbled to be honored. Everyday, I am grateful to work
with dedicated professionals to care for our students.”
Gail holds a bachelor’s degree in nursing and attended
St. Vincent’s Hospital School of Nursing and Adelphi
University. She lives in Hicksville and has four children,
Christopher (Jennifer), Lauren, Kevin and Matthew, and two
grandchildren, Mikaela and Ashley.

Lucille Martin: Lucille has sat on various committees during her time with
the middle school’s PTA, including Kickline and Penny Auction, and served
as council delegate from 2012-16. The first-time Founders Day honoree
said she’s “completely honored. I never expected such a recognition. I feel
truly blessed. It has been my honor to volunteer for Hicksville.” Lucille is a
Hicksville High School graduate and attended Nassau Community College.
She lives in Hicksville with her husband, John, with whom she has two
children, Coleman and Shayne.
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HIGH SCHOOL

BETH
ATKINSON

TERI
FIELDS

Beth Atkinson: Beth has taught in the district for 31
years, and in that time has earned several awards and
sat on various committees. The second-time Founders
Day honoree — she was also honored in 1993 — said,
“The students, staff and families of Hicksville have been
for me the reason that it has been my second home.
I am honored that the Hicksville PTSA has made me a
part of their family. Last year, Beth was the recipient of
the Harvard Excellence in Teaching Award. She is also
a coordinator for Talent for Troops and coordinator for
the elementary and high school art department, among
numerous other roles. Beth holds a bachelor’s degree
from SUNY Purchase and a master’s degree from Queens
College. She lives in Northport with her husband, Brian,
with whom she has three children, Katie, Lauren and Alex.

DIANE
FARIA

Teri Fields: Teri is currently a member of the high
school PTA, and has previously served as a PTA member
for Lee Avenue and the middle school. The third-time
Founders Day honoree — she was recognized in 2011
for Lee Avenue and 2014 for the middle school — has
sat on various committees, including Membership and
Wellness Fair. She said, “So many people do so much
to make our PTSA the best it can be. I am touched and
humbled to be recognized.” Teri holds a bachelor’s
degree from Alfred University and works as both an afterschool art teacher at the Mid-Island Y JCC in Plainview
and as an assistant at a law firm in Huntington. She lives
in Hicksville with her husband, Jay, with whom she has
one son, Grant.

WALTER
ROCHE

DONNA
NOETZEL

Diane Faria: Diane has served on three PTAs including
her current service on the high school’s. The third-time
Founders Day honoree — she was recognized in 2013
with Old Country Road and 2015 with the middle
school — has also sat on various committees, including
Scholarships. She served as council delegate (201315) and currently as recording secretary. She said, “to
receive Founders Day recognition means so much to
me. We all work as a team in the Hicksville High School
PTSA, but it is nice to know that I am appreciated.”
Diane holds a bachelor’s degree in business
administration/management of information systems
from the New York Institute of Technology. She works as
a teaching assistant in the Glen Cove School District and
lives in Hicksville with her husband, Ross, with whom
she has two children, Ricky and Danielle.
Donna Noetzel: Donna has served on three PTAs
including her current service on the high school’s. The
third-time Founders Day honoree — she was recognized
in 2008 with Burns Avenue and 2014 with the middle
school — has also sat on various committees, including
Homecoming. She is currently serving at the president
of the high school’s PTSA, and has served as its council
recording secretary. Donna said, “It means a lot! I was
honestly surprised, and I am honored to be recognized
alongside such caring and dedicated volunteers. She
holds a bachelor’s degree from School of Visual Arts and
works as a senior designer at St. Martin’s Press. Donna
lives in Hicksville with her husband, Robert, with whom
she has two children, Ryan and Cara, and their two dogs,
Duffy and Oliver.

Walter Roche: Walter has worked in the district for the past 18 years,
beginning as a social studies teacher at the high school. Since 2012, he
has served as an assistant principal at the high school, before which he was
district director of technology and an administrative assistant. The first-time
Founders Day honoree has also been a SADD advisor and sat on the National
Honor Society committee. He said, “I am very grateful to be honored by the
Hicksville PTSA. I was very lucky to be hired by Hicksville Public Schools, and
I am very happy to have spent the majority of my career here.” Walter holds
a bachelor’s degree in history and a master’s degree in education, both
from St. John’s University. He also holds a professional diploma. He lives in
Bayside with his wife, Alysoun.
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SEPTA
Kathleen Rieger: Kathleen has
been a special education teacher
in the district for 35 years at Fork
Lane, Lee Avenue and Dutch
Lane. The four-time Founders Day
honoree said, “It is a great honor
to be recognized for the job I love
KATHLEEN
to do.” She has served on various
RIEGER
committees, including Site-Based
and Health and Safety Committees, and has since 2013
served as treasurer of the Hicksville Congress of Teachers.
Kathleen holds a bachelor’s degree in elementary and
special education from LIU Post and a master’s degree in
human relations from the New York Institute of Technology.
She lives in Glen Cove with her husband, Kenny, with whom
she has two sons, Matthew and Kevin.

Sue Simon: Sue has worked as a
social worker in district elementary
schools for the past 25 years. The
first-time Founders Day honoree
said, “It’s such an honor for me to
work with amazing professionals
from every discipline who have
shared their love, talents and
devotion to our students and
SUE
their families in the Hicksville
SIMON
community. I am thankful for my
lasting friendships with our staff and parents that have
brought great joy into my life.” Sue holds a bachelor’s
degree, master’s degree in social work and post-master’s
degree in advanced clinical social work, all from Hunter
College. She takes horticulture classes at New York
Botanical Gardens and volunteers with several nature
organizations to promote sustainability and environmental
awareness. She lives in Smithtown and has one son,
Steven.

A TRADITION OF DEDICATION
More than 60 Years of Founders Day Honorees...
Brenda Judson
Dave Bell
William McKee
Effie Rafaelides
Janice Fitzgerald
Carol Foran
Dolores Garger
Susan Powell
Maureen K. Bright
Patty Angenbroich
Donna Clark
Nancy Rooney
Deirdre K. Ryan
Marianne Litzman
Terrie Perkowski
Mike Dunn

2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002

Rosemary Planz
Stephen Aronowitz
Pat Love
Rose Walker
Leslie Mann
Nancy Callari
Peggy Theis
Robert Durso
Nancy DeSorbo
Richard Hogan
Norma Goerke
Terry Moehringer
Charles Wayne
Carol Marks
Patricia Rooney
Gerald Klein

2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
1996
1995
1994
1993
1992
1991
1990
1989
1988
1987
1986

Arlene Rudin
William Becker
Nancy Staron
Lorraine Losche
William Feigin
Dr. Frederick Hill
Barbara Smith
Shirley Smith
Norma Dagna
Richard Evers
Muriel Schwartz
Lou Penque
Grace Cranmer
Neil McCormack
John McGovern
Felice Stein

1985
1984
1983
1982
1981
1980
1979
1978
1977
1976
1975
1974
1973
1972
1971
1970

Marge Giannelli
Marion Coffey
Kathy Janca
Geraldine McManus
Mary Raffa
Louis Millevolte
Donald Abt
William O’Donnell
Mrs. Oliver Foran
Mrs. M. Polsenski
Leon Galloway
Bernard Braun
Mrs. Harry Glecker
Mrs. Clinton Foster
Dr. Erie LeBarron

1969
1968
1967
1967
1966
1965
1964
1963
1962
1961
1960
1959
1958
1957
1956

